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We say Yizkor four times a year. We say it on Yom Kippur and on the three
pilgrim holidays, Succos, Pesach, and Shavuos. The Sephardim only say it
on Yom Kippur. We can understand why we say it on Yom Kippur because not
only are individuals judged on Yom Kippur but also Knesses Yisroel, the Jewish
people as a whole which, of course, includes the living and the dead. But
why should we say Yizkor on Succos, Pesach, and Shavuos? These are happy
holidays. Why should we intrude sadness on them? In fact, Succos especially
is considered to be the happiest of all holidays. It says in the Torah
Somochto, you shall be happy, three times. Perhaps we can understand why
Yizkor is said on Pesach. After all, this is a family holiday. We all sit
together as families around the Seder table. The family should always be
remembered. We can even understand why it is said on Shavuos. After all,
this is the time we receive the Torah and, according to our traditions, the
souls of all Jewish people born and unborn stood to receive the Torah at
Mt. Sinai and on the holiday of Shavuos we should remember the souls of all
Israel. But on Succos why should we say Yizkor? 1It's true that the Rabbis
say that because it says Ach Somochto, but you should be happy, the but
serves as a limiting factor, that perhaps our happiness will be diminished
because our children may not grow up the right way and, therefore, children
remember their parents on Succos to show that they have gone the right way.
But still we have intruded sadness on a very joyous holiday. Actually we
do not say Yizkor on Succos, we say it on Shmini Atzeres. Succos is a holiday
for the whole world. We even brought 70 sacrifices on it to signify the 70
nations of the world. According to our tradition, at the end of days all
nations will celebrate Succos. Shmini Atzeres is different. It is a holiday
which is for the Jewish people. It says Shmini Atzeres is for you. Who are
you? And what you are depends upon your past. We can never escape our past
if we want to be truly ourselves. The memories of days gohe by still shape

and mold us. Many people cannot understand why their children do not respond
-




image2.png
SHMINI ATZERES 1980
PAGE TWO

the way they do. The ansWer is because they do not have the same memories.
On this holiday, Shmini Atzeres, when we are supposed to be ourselves we have
to remember the past otherwise we cannot be ourselves. We remember the smell
of our home, the Shabbcs candles, our parents' words. We remember the good
things and the bad things. On Shmini Atzeres we pray for rain. Rain sometimes
is inconvenient but without rain nothing grows. We may remember the spanking
we received when we hit a brother or sister. We may remember how our parents
anticipated with joy our saying the Ma Nishtana and our forgetting it. All
these experiences have molded us and made us who we are. We have to know

who we are and come to grips with who we are before we can really be happy.
There are many people who, unfortunately, hate themselves. These people can
never be happy. Only after we know who we are can we truly be happy. We

are our own experiences and also the experiences of our people. We are also
the little boys and girls who were forced to stand in the freezing cold by
the Nazis until their ears and noses froze and then were thrown into the gas
chambers. All this is us. We cannot escape our past. We must remember

it because it is us. Happiness comes only when you can look at yourself as
you really are and say I am worthy, I can improve but this is who I am. G-d

created me. G-d wants me and I have self-respect.




